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Earl of Galtway's 8 


aAler/@ us) >e_/(1 12213 1 
CoNDUCT : at Fimarza: 
In the following | 


Original Letters 


Writ by 


M. Schonenberg, the Dutch Ambaſſador at 
Lisbon, to To States. 


The Count de Noelle, the Dutch General 
in Spain, to M. Schonenberg. 


Brigadier Drinborn (who was in the 
Battle) to Count de Noyelle. 


The Count of Cordona, Governour of the | 


Kin bn of V. alencia. 
LONDON: 
Printed for John Morphew, near Stationers- 
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DETECTION 


Earl of Galhvay's 


Cod Dur at Almanza, &c. 


— 
——— 


M. ScrontnBerG's Secret 
Letter to the States, June 1. 
1707. 


Ay Loks, 


F Ho' I do not doubt but their High 
Mightineſſes ſhall have e'er this 
| Time received a very exact and par- 
ticular Account of what happened in the Un- 
fortunate Battle of Almanx a, yet l am of 
Opinion they will by no means find the Cir- 
cumſtances and Particulars mentioned in the 
Three Letters hereunto annex'd, to be ſu- 
A 2 perfluous. 
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perfluous. That under the Letter A. is an 
Original of the Count de Noyelle, writ to me, 
accompanied with a copious Relation of the 
Action under B. tranſmitted to his Excel- 
lency by Brigadier Drinborn, and the other 
under C. is an Extract and Tranſlation of the 
Remarks made by the Count Cordona Goveęr- 
nor of the Kingdom of Valencia, on my Lord 
Gallway's Cond uct, in a Letter to King Charles's 
Miniſter reſiding here. From all which it 
plainly appears with what little Harmony, 
and how indiſcreet Counſel, a Reſolution ſo 
unneceſſary, and yet of the higheſt Impor- 
tance, was undertaken ; with what blind Zeal 
and Confuſion they carried it on, and with 
what fatal Succeſs it was attended. It's more- 
over very remarkable, that we have not yet 
received in this Place as much as one Scrip of 
Paper either from the Marqueſs Das Minas, 
the Earl of Gallway, or the Baron de - Frie- 
im ; which makes us conjecture, that the 
wo Jaſt, at leaſt my Lord Galway, has ſent 
directly an ample Relation of the Fight, by a 
Frigate, into England. To this give me leave 
only to ſubjoyn that by the ſeveral Advices 
we have received from very good Hands, out 


of divers Quarters; the Conſternation among 


the reſpective Generals was ſo great, that 
they were almoſt all to pieces, and at their 
Wits end, they having with the few Infantry 
they had ſaved, and the undammaged Portu- 
gueſe Cavalry, abandoned the Kingdom of 
Valencia, and retired towarda Torioſa without 
diſputing: the Paſſage of the River Joncar with 
the Enemy, who have already penetrated as 


fa 


„ 
far as Valencia; and in all appearance the lit- 
tle Garriſon left in the Caſtle of Alicant can- 
not long withſtand them. In the mean time 
his Majeſty has diſpatchd the Marqueſs Fu- 
encalada, a Spaniſh Gentleman, into italy, to 


ſollicit for a ſpeedy and ſtrong Reinforcement 
of Foot and Dragoons; with which the Im- 


perial Court, notwithſtanding the very preſ- 
og Neceſſity of it, and the Conveniency a- 
riſing from the Nearneſs of the Expedient, 
perhaps has no Inclination to comply,and will 
preſume it to be againſt their own particular 
Views in /aly, unleſs their High Mightineſles 
and her Majeſty the Queen of Great Britain 

o roundly to work to haſten ſuch a Rein- 
orcement ſo greatly wanted in Spain. The 
ſame Marquels is alſo, ordered, after he has 


difpatch'd his Buſineſs with the Duke of Sa- 


voy and Prince Exgene, to ſet forwards for the 
Hague and London, to repreſent the urgent 
Neceſlity of quick Supplies. As for this Court, 
they have been ſo far from imploying what 
Forces they have on this Side, to make a 
ſpeedy and vigorous Diverſion, in order to 
ſtop the Progreſs of the Enemy ; that they on 
the contrary countermanded and ſent back 
thoſe Troops that were on the March from 
the Province of Alentaja to reinforce the Bo- 
dy of the Army about Zuidad Rodrigo, in or- 
der to cover, as much as poſſible, the Fron- 
tiers of Algarve,where the Enemies little Flying 


Camp under the Duke 4Ofſunea have maſtered 


the Town of Serna. Moreover, ſince the fore- 


mentioned little Army has increaſed to about 


5000 Men, Herſe and Fopt, though moſtly 
: | - | Militia ; 


a - 4 
Militia ; and make a ſhew of penetrating far- 
ther; I do my utmoſt by continual Repreſen» 
tations to the Court to let them ſee, that by 
the junction of theſe Troops, and the Opera- 
tions of ſuch a Body of Men, the Frontiers on 
this ſide may not only be ſufficiently ſecur'd, 
but alſo that this only Succour, which is yet 
at Hand, may ſeaſonably contribute to re- 
dreſs our Affairs, againſt the Progreſs of the 
Enemy in Valencia and elſe-where, and o- 
blige them to divide their united Force for 
the Defence of their own Country; but that 
on the contrary, by ſeparating of this Army, 
they would be ſo far from covering the 
Frontier Places of Portugal, that the Enemy 
would with more facility attack and maſter 


the remote Quarters one after another, and 
even pierce into the Heart of Portugal, with- 
out the leaſt Stop or Diverſion given to the 


Operations ot their Grand Army againſt 
King Charles. All theſe, and ſeveral other 


convincing Arguments, make no Impreſſion 
upon the faint-hearted and obdurate Coun- 


ſels of the Miniſters, who content them- 


ſelves with proteſting, that if England and 


the States do not ſend over ſpeedy and large 


Succours, they ſhall not only be incapable 


here, of making a Diverſion in favour of the 


Common Cauſe, but likewiſe be out of Con- 
dition to defend and ſecure themſelves. I 


have ſo plainly and evidently ſet forth the 
cold Temper of this Council every Poſt-day 
this Vear, as well as before, that it would 
be ſuperfluous to trouble their High Migh- 
tinelles any more with it. Wherefore I re- 
| commend 
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commend my ſelf to their Favour, and leave 
it to their great Wiſdom, Knowledge in 
Matters of State, and exemplary Zeal, to 
find out Expedients moſt ſuitable to the 
Good of the Common Cauſe, and the Ser- 
vice of our Country. 
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Count de NovtLLEe's Letter to 
M. SCHONENBERG. 


My Lox, | 
HE Letter you did me the Honour to 
write to me on the 29th of March, 
came ſafe to my Hands; and I have com- 
municated to the King your Thoughts, in 
reference to what we are to expect on the 
fide of Portugal. You will be ſurpriz'd with 
the ill News contain'd in the Papers I da 
herewith ſend. you. 

It's Matter of Aſtoniſhment, to find Peo- 
ple without any Reaſon or Neceſlity march 
Four Leagues on purpoſe to find out an 
Enemy much ſtronger than themſelves, very 
advantageouſly poſted, and conſequently rea- 
dy to fight with all their Hearts; to change 
the Project that had been formed and ap- 
proved of by the King, that the Army ſhould 
march into Arragox, where there were Ma- 
gazines already erected ; where his Majeſty 
was.to appear in Perſon ; and where being, 


of 


[81 
of Count de les Poebla, and 3 Dutch Batta- | 
lions, they ſhould have been at leaſt equal 
to the Enemy. : 2 4 
But what will ſurprize you ſtill the more 
is, that from the * 25th of the laſt Month, : 
on which the Battle of Almanza was fought, 0 
to this very Day, [ay 6:] there has been no 
Account tranſmitted to the King from the j 
General, which makes me believe they do not £ 
| = : 
( 


know what Tura to give it. 
In ſhort,” my Lord, they have play'd the 
Fool with themſelves, and we Tuffer here 
for it. oa 
Vou may well conceive how they have 
expoſed the Army and the King there; ne- | 
ver did this Prince ſhew more Conſtancy 1 
than now, and he made a Virtue of Necei- ſ 
ſity; he has ſeat for a Reinforcement of Foot t 
from tap. DOT | 
The Frontiers of Valencia and Arragon are 
l in great Danger; and if thoſe Gentlemen, 12 
i with the remains of their Army, do not 
defend the Paſſages of the River Ceucar; 
the Firſt is loſt, and the other Kingdom 
| 9H wherein there is no tenable Poſt, will be 
nuch expoſed: We have not been want- 
70 | ing 
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| | | 
| * There is ſcarte, ſuch an Inſtance of Neg- 
k& as this to be met with in any Ancient or 
Modern Hiſtory , and tis the more ſo, be- 
cauſe the diſtance between Almanza and Bar- 
celona, at the utmoſt, is not above Two Hun- 
fred and Fifty Miles. 
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ing to make neeeſſary Repreſentations to 
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them, the reſult of Which we do not yet 


know. 


It bas been propoſed to ſend the Durch 
and Portugueſe Recruits, which were not in 
the Battle to Valencia and Torte. 

It is abſolutely neceſſary, that a Diyerſion 
mould be now made on the fide of Portu- 
gal, by which means the Enemy would be 
oblig'd to re-call the Troops which they 
drew from thence to this Frontier. _ 
Finally, my Lord, we will do the beſt we 

ſſibly can; tho? after all, our beſt will be 

ut bad enough. 

I'll let you know the Conſequences of 
fuch pernicious Management, and what Rea- 
ſon my Lord Galway can give for ſo ex- 
travagant a Conduct. | | 


| I am, 
Barcelona, 
May G. 
1707. C. DE NoyarLs. 


B | B rigadier 


Brigadier DRI BORN Letter 
to Count DoE NOT ELLE. 


My Lon d, | 
Tn not doubt but the Baron Frieſheim 


hath already tranſmitted unto your Ex- 
cellency a Relation of the unhappy Battle 
of Almanza ; which nevertheleſs was ſuch, 
that I cannot, I am ſure, be particular there- 
in: Nay it's 3 me to give your 
Excellency an exact Account of it. We 
quitted the Siege of the Caſtle of Villena on 


the 23d, having receiv'd Intelligence that 


the Enemy's Army was come to Almanxa; 
and on the ſame Day, after we had with- 
drawn our Cannon and the Men, we marcht 
the 24th as far as Candette; and after a Re- 
ſolution had been taken to attack the Ene- 
my. notwithſtanding their Superiority, who 
encamped Four Leagues from us, we began 
our March the 25th early in the Morning, 
and uſed ſuch Expedition, that by Noon we 
entred into the Plain, by a Place called the 
Tower of Don Henn, and found the Ene- 
my had not decamp'd, as we fatter'd our 
ſelves they would. We alſo then ſaw that 
their Army was join'd, and much ſtronger 
than we were: However we perſiſted in 
the Reſolvtion to fight them; and our Ar- 
my advancing on the Plain towards Alman- 
za, my Lord Gallway with a Detachment 
poſſeſſed himſelf of ſcme riſing Ground, b 

| than 
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than a Mile and a half diſtant from the Eae- 
mies Front; from whence he could plainly 
ſee their Army drawn up in order of Bat- 
tle, having the Town of Almanza in the 
Rear of their main Body; which was ſo poſt- 
ed, that the Second Line was near the Walls, 
extending its right Wing on a riſing Ground, 
and the left into a great Plain, having three 
Lines to the Wings, which were very cloſe; 
we were ordered to extend our ſelves more 
and more towards the left; and ſeeing we 
were too weak to equal their Front, this 
Wing was reinforced with das Minas's Horſe, 
that were drawn from the Second Line, 
which yet would not do: And as my Lord 
Gallway's Deſign was, he being then on our 
left, to hem in the Enemies right, by keep- 
ing us to extend our ſelves as we marched 
towards the left, with ſo much Precipita- 
tion, and without taking notice, that we 
did thereby make large intervals between 
our main Body and the Wing ; yet we ſtill 
preſt on; and about Three the Fight began 
towards the left : The Enemy ſoon broke 
the Engliſh and Portugueſe Dragoons, but they 
were brought into Order again. The main 
Body came to engage at the ſame time, fo 


far as the Portagueſe, who continved in the 
Rear, and our Infantry penetrated through 


the Enemies Body, entirely deſtitute of Hoiſe 
to ſupport them. 1 ſuſtained the left Wing 
with the firſt Squadron of my owa Regiment; 
we broke in upon them, and all that Battali- 
oa were made Priſoners, and their Colours, 
| B 2 taken 
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taken by my Troopers; at the, ſame time 2 
other of the Enemies Battalions that they 
might ſuccour their main Body which was 
then on the Rout, took my Squadron in 
Flank, whoſe Fire we bore, and then were 
obliged to ſuccour the Batallion of Welderer, 
who fought with their wonted Valour. The 
Portugueſe did not come on all the while, but 
we ſaw their Horſe on the Right, who fell 
only upon Two or Three Squadrons. There 
was at that time on the Left no more than 
de Neudes and One or Two Batallions more, 
the Two Squadrons of Harvey, and my ſe- 

cond Squadron, with the Dutch Dragoons, 
who being attacked by a treble Line of 
Foot and Horſe, yet ſtood their Ground; 
but the Infantry, after they had rallied three 
times, were broke in upon by the Enemy, 

and almoſt all ſlain ; ſo that our Troops be- 
ing now cut off on all ſides by the Flight of 
the Left Wing, we found it very difficult to 
ſave the reſt of my Regiment, that of the 
Dragoons, and that of Harvey's, after we 
had charged divers times. In the mean time 
the Count de Dona had rallied the Remains of 
Fourteen Regiments, and we were informed 
next Day that he was retired to the Hills 
of Don Henry, and defended himſelf there. 
I weat out with a ſmall Detachment beyond 
Catina, becauſe they flatter'd my Lord G- 
way that he would defend himſelf ſtill if he 
had but Proviſions. The Intention was to 
ſee whether thoſe Troops might be relieved ; 
but 1 ſoon learnt, that upon Summons Ar 
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had ſurrendred, though upon a formal Ca- 


pitulation, which was confirmed to us Veſter- 
day by Count Dona and ſeveral other Officers. 
It is very ſtrange that ſo ſmall a Number 
ſhould for ſo long a time reſiſt the great 
Power of the Enemy; and ſome have aſſu- 
red me, that the Number taken in this Place 
did not exceed 1500 Men. As for all the 
reſt of our Infantry, we have no more here 
than thoſe who guarded the Baggage, the 
Sick and the Wounded in the Action at Ca- 
tina. I have found 147 wounded and reco- 
vered; this is the ſad Condition of our Ar- 
my. We ſhall leave ſome Men in Garriſon 


here, and as for the reſt I cannot tell what 


they will do, and how they will ſave them 
ſelves. There is ſtill above 100 good Horſe 
in my Regiment, and ſeveral wounded. Cer- 


tainly there was never ſu 
in the World as we have made of it. 


piece of Work 
I was 


not of the Council of War, as-not having - 
received my Commiſſion for a General Officer; 
but I cannot underſtand how thoſe who have 
been the Cauſe” of this Misfortune can an- 
ſwer for it. However, I ſhall not enlarge 
upon this Head, but wiſh with all my Heart 
I could ſpeak in Perſon to your Excellency ; 
there is an abſolute Neceſſity for it, and to 
that end l endeavoured to go towards Cata- 
lonia; but the Baron de Frieſheim not allowing 
me that Liberty, this has put me upon wri- 
ting in this manner, being very ſorry I could 


not do it ſooner. 
and I look upon our Affairs to be ruined 


The Evil is irremediable, 
; and 


I am 


LS: - 


I am farther afraid, when I conſider the State 


and Management of our Affairs, that they 
will be attended with more fatal Conſequences. 
The Recruits are ſent towards Torto/a, and 
Monſieur Frjeſheim told me that he would 
have them incorporated with our Arragon Ba- 
tallions. Your Excellency knows much bet- 
ter than Il after what manner, if it be poſſi- 
ble, this Misfortune may be a little redreſſed. 
My Lord Galway has a broken Pate, Das Mi- 
nas is Sick, and Frieſheim knows not what to 
do in this Extremity. I wiſh I could have 


ſent better News to your Excellency, but 


God has ordered it otherwiſe, and the Blind- 
neſs of our People was the Cauſe of it. 


- 


Alcira, April 


30. 17 2744 


en 
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Count of CAR DO NA Letter from 
Valencia, May 2. 1707. 


E find our ſelves at this time full of 
Regret by reaſon of the bad Succeſs 
of our Arms in the Battle of Almanz a, which 
might have been very eaſily avoided, could 
the over Eagerneſs of the Earl of Galway for 
it have been diverted ; but the Matter was 
carried ſo far, that neither the ſeveral Ad- 
vices of the Officers the Day before, nor 
thoſe of the Country People, which confer 
me 
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med the former, were any ways available to- 
wards making him alter his Deſign. How- 
ever the greateſt Fault by no means conſiſted 
in rejecting the ſeveral Informations given 
him, but in not falling upon the Enemies 
Flank, which might have eaſily been done. 
This Overſight, together with the great In- 
terval in the middle of the main Body, gave 
the Enemy an Opportunity to improve it to 
their own Advantage, and wholly to cut off 
our Right Wing, as it actually happened; 
the Conſequences, of which was, that all the 
Cavalry fell upon the Infantry, now totally 
abandoned, and at laſt cut them almoſt all 
down to the Ground. 

This unhappy Miſcarrirge was ſuch as may 
juſtly make us fear mor fatal Conſequences 
than at preſent we can well imagine. 


FINIS 
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